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We  do  not  usually  think  of  the  British  Empire  in  terms  of 
sacrifice  or  suffering.  From  its  beginnings,  however,  its  course  has 
been  marked  by  sacrifice  and  stern  endurance.  That  noble  army 
of  explorers  and  pioneer  settlers  suffered  untold  privations  in  laying 
the  foundations  of  Empire.  Only  by  a  constant  battle  with  the  rude 
forces  of  nature  were  the  first  homes  in  this  Province  carved  out  of 
the  wilderness. 

Our  ancestors  endured  these  and  other  privations  because 
they  placed  a  high  value  on  freedom,  on  the  right  to  live  as  they 
wished.  It  has  been  thus,  likewise,  in  Australia,  in  New  Zealand, 
in  South  Africa.  To  the  peoples  of  Europe,  regardless  of  their 
nationality,  was  extended  the  privilege  of  sharing  in  this  freedom. 

With  the  increase  of  settlement  overseas,  Britain  became  a 
great  trading  nation  and  gradually  built  a  powerful  navy  to  protect 
its  trade  on  the  world's  high  seas.  It  maintained  an  army  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  order  wherever  the  British  flag  was  unfurled. 
Throughout  the  long  history  of  the  Empire  ,the  function  of  the  navy 
and  of  the  army  has  been  ultimately  to  ensure  peace  —  a  peace 
which  has  been  of  advantage  not  only  to  the  Empire  but  to  the 
peoples  of  the  world  at  large. 

In  the  past,  it  has  been  in  the  interest  of  the  Empire  that 
world  peace  should  be  maintained.  In  pursuing  that  interest,  the 
Empire  has  assisted  other  peoples  in  the  preservation  of  the  right  to 
live  the  kind  of  life  they  wished  to  live. 

The  people  in  the  Rxis  countries  have  a  totally  different  idea 
from  ours  of  the  place  which  liberty  and  freedom  should  play  in  the 
lives  of  the  common  people.  They  would  bend  the  freedom  of  the 
individual  to  the  absolute  control  of  the  "leader"  —  "der  Fuehrer" 
or  "il  Duce",  and  they  would  use  all  the  powers  of  the  state  to 
enforce  their  views,  not  on  their  own  people  alone,  but  on  all  the 
peoples  of  the  world. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  of  the  British  Empire  along  with  our  allies 
have  had  to  resort  to  force  and  warfare,  that  in  the  end  peace  may 
prevail  and  human  liberties  be  restored. 

We  have  made  great  sacrifices  in  the  past  that  the  benefits  of 
peace  and  freedom  might  be  shared  by  the  peoples  of  the  world. 
Now  we  are  called  upon  to  make  further  and  more  painful  sacrifices 
to  the  end  that  freedom  may  still  remain  as  part  of  the  heritage  of 
humanity. 

Until  victory  comes  we  may  have  little  to  expect,  in  the  words 
of  Mr.  Churchill,  but  "blood,  toil,  tears  and  sweat".  We  know  that 
our  cause  is  right.  For  that  reason  we  have  faith  in  the  ultimate 
success  of  our  arms. 


—  d.  McArthur. 
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FOR 
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May  21st,  1943. 


Hymn — O  God  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past  ( All  sing) 

The  Union  Jack  ( A  pupil  recites ) 

'Tis  thy  flag  and  my  flag,  the  best  of  flags  on  earth; 

Oh,  cherish  it,  my  children,  for  'tis  yours  by  right  of  birth. 

Your  fathers  fought,  your  fathers  died,  to  rear  it  to  the  sky; 

And  we,  like  them,  will  never  yield,  but  keep  it  flying  high. 

'Tis  thy  flag  and  my  flag  —  across  the  ocean  wide 
Our  kinsmen  look  upon  it  with  a  thrill  of  love  and  pride; 

It  speaks  to  them  in  distant  lands,  wherever  they  may  roam, 

Of  honour,  faith,  and  freedom  bright;  of  country,  King  and  home. 

'Tis  thy  flag  and  my  flag;  dark  millions  own  its  sway, 

And  know  that  'neath  its  ample  folds  their  night  is  turned  to  day. 

With  us  they  join  in  heartfelt  prayer,  ascending  to  the  sky 
That  God  will  bless  the  dear  old  flag,  and  keep  it  flying  high. 

Song — The  Maple  Leaf  (Pupils  sing) 

Narrator : — (A  pupil  reads)  The  sun  never  sets  upon  the  British  Empire. 
Its  people  live  in  countries  scattered  all  around  the  world.  Their  homes  are  on 
every  continent  and  on  islands  in  every  sea.  They  are  a  freedom  loving 
people,  eager  to  maintain  their  own  liberty  and  willing  that  others  should 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  they  demand  for  themselves.  They  are  a  peace 
loving  people,  going  their  way  with  no  wish  to  quarrel  with  their  neighbours. 
They  have  been  forced  to  fight  in  many  wars  but  they  hate  war  and  after  1918 
they  hoped  that  war  would  be  banished  from  the  earth. 

When  Hitler  began  to  arm  the  Germans  and  to  threaten  his  neighbours, 
the  British  people  thought  that  his  threats  were  idle  words,  and  that  there  was 
no  danger  of  war.  Because  they  hated  war  and  did  not  believe  that  war 
would  come,  its  coming  found  them  unprepared.  In  the  words  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  Winston  Churchill — 

Churchill  (A  pupil) 

"Sir,  we  did  not  make  this  war.  We  did  not  seek  it.  We  did  all  we  could  to  avoid 
it.  We  did  too  much  to  avoid  it.  We  went  so  far  in  trying  to  avoid  it  as  to  be 
almost  destroyed  by  it  when  it  broke  upon  us." 

Narrator: — The  British  Government  did  everything  within  its  power  to 
prevent  war  but  the  Germans  overran  Austria  and  Czecho-Slovakia,  and  in 
September,  1939,  struck  at  Poland.  Britain  and  France  declared  war  on 
Germany  and  British  soldiers  moved  to  France  to  take  their  place  beside  their 
French  comrades. 
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Hitler  believed  that  the  British  were  weak.  He  believed  that  they 
would  not  fight.  He  thought  that  the  Empire  was  falling  to  pieces  and  that  the 
Dominions  would  stand  aloof  from  a  European  struggle. 

On  that  fateful  September  day  a  message  was  flashed  around  the  world: 
"Britain  is  at  war  with  Germany".  The  message  was  picked  up  in  Australia. 
One  hour  later  the  Royal  Australian  Navy  slipped  silently  into  the  night  to  take 
up  its  battle  station. 

The  Prime  Minister  of  New  Zealand  broadcast  these  words — 

Prime  Minister  of  New  Zealand. — ( A  pupil) 

"Both  with  gratitude  for  the  past  and  with  confidence  for  the  future,  we  range 
ourselves  without  fear  beside  Britain.  Where  she  goes,  we  go;  where  she  stands, 
we  stand." 

Narrator : — The  Prime  Minister  of  South  Africa  said — 

General  Smuts. — ( A  pupil) 

"In  taking  our  part  in  this  war  we  are  not  merely  defending  ourselves,  our  country 
and  our  future.  We  are  also  safeguarding  that  larger  tradition  of  human 
freedom,  freedom  of  conscience,  freedom  of  thought,  and  freedom  of  religion 
which  is  threatened,  as  never  before  in  history,  by  the  Nazi  menace." 

Narrator : — The  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  summoned  Parliament 
forthwith,  accepted  its  decision  and  then  declared — 

Mr.  King. — ( A  pupil) 

"I  have  never  doubted  that  when  the  fatal  moment  came,  the  free  spirit  of  the 
Canadian  people  would  assert  itself,  as  it  did  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  in  the 
preservation  and  defence  of  freedom." 

A  Reckoning — (A  pupil  recites) 

Ye  who  would  reckon  with  England  — 

Ye  who  would  sweep  the  seas 
Of  the  flag  that  Rodney  nailed  aloft 
And  Nelson  flung  to  the  breeze  — 

Count  well  your  ships  and  your  men, 

Count  well  your  horse  and  your  guns, 

For  they  who  reckon  with  England 
Must  reckon  with  England's  sons. 

Ye  who  would  challenge  England  — 

Ye  who  would  break  the  might 
Of  the  little  isle  in  the  foggy  sea 
And  the  lion-heart  in  the  fight  — 

Count  well  your  horse  and  your  swords, 

Weigh  well  your  valour  and  guns, 

For  they  who  ride  against  England 
Must  sabre  her  million  sons. 

Ye  who  would  roll  to  warfare 

Your  hordes  of  peasants  and  slaves. 

To  crush  the  pride  of  an  empire 
And  sink  her  fame  in  the  waves  — 

Test  well  your  blood  and  your  mettle, 

Count  well  your  troops  and  your  guns, 

For  they  who  battle  with  England 
Must  war  with  a  Mother's  sons. 

—  Theodore  Roberts. 
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Narrator: — In  the  spring  of  1940,  with  lightning  strokes,  the  Nazi 
hordes  descended  upon  Denmark,  Norway  and  Holland.  They  entered 
Belgium  and  set  themselves  to  the  supreme  task  of  conquering  France.  With 
a  weight  of  force  unparalleled  in  human  history  the  Germans  struck.  They 
broke  through  the  French  lines.  They  poured  into  France.  The  armies  of 
France  and  Britain  were  separated.  The  British  were  slowly  forced  back. 
Attacked  from  two  sides,  they  fought  against  terrible  odds.  Five  enemies 
faced  them  for  every  soldier  they  could  muster.  Their  tanks  were  destroyed. 
Their  trucks  were  shattered.  Mile  by  mile  they  stubbornly  retired  until  they 
stood  with  their  backs  to  the  sea  at  Dunkirk.  They  were  shattered  by  gunfire, 
harassed  by  aircraft.  Ringed  about  by  what  was  left  of  their  guns  they 
fought  on.  In  their  hearts  was  no  thought  of  surrender. 

Then  from  across  the  channel  came  the  strangest  fleet  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  Pleasure  boats  from  the  reaches  of  the  Thames,  ferry  boats  from 
Liverpool,  Blackpool  and  Grimsby,  fishing  boats  from  Hull  and  Norwich,  big 
boats,  little  boats,  sail  boats,  power  boats — everything  that  could  be  gathered 
from  cruisers  to  row  boats — tugs  and  trawlers,  smacks  and  schooners,  manned 
by  fishermen,  bank  clerks,  school  teachers  and  office  boys,  crossed  the  channel 
to  take  off  the  beaten  British  battalions.  Day  after  day,  this  weird  flotilla 
crossed  and  re-crossed  the  Strait  of  Dover  while  overhead  roared  the  fighters 
of  the  R.A.F.  driving  off  the  deadly  dive  bombers.  Three  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  thousand  British  and  French  soldiers  were  brought  back  from  the  beaches 
of  Dunkirk.  They  had  lost  their  tanks  and  their  guns.  They  were  battered 
and  weary,  but  the  world  knew  they  would  be  ready  to  fight  again. 

On  the  beach  at  Dunkirk,  a  tired  British  soldier  sat  beside  a  weary 
Frenchman.  He  said — 

British  Soldier: 

"Cheer  up,  matey,  it's  not  all  over  yet". 

Narrator: — The  French  soldier  replied — 

French  Soldier: 

"It  is  the  end.  France  is  lost.  England,  too,  must  surrender." 

Narrator: — A  French  official  in  Paris  said — 

French  Official: — 

"France  has  fought  valiantly,  but  she  is  conquered.  The  British,  too,  must  give 
up  the  struggle." 

Narrator : — Hitler  told  his  people — 

Hitler : 

"We  have  crushed  the  French.  It  is  Britain's  turn  next.  She  would  do  well  to 
make  terms  while  yet  there  is  time." 

Narrator — Herr  Goebbels  spoke — 

Goebbels : 

"Our  armies  will  have  conquered  the  proud  islands  before  the  summer  is  over." 

Narrator: — A  German  airman  told  his  captors — 

German  Airman : 

"The  Fuehrer  will  be  in  London  in  August." 

Narrator: — But  from  London,  Winston  Churchill  spoke  for  the  British 
people: 
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Churchill : 

"We  shall  not  flag  or  fail.  We  shall  go  on  to  the  end,  we  shall  fight  in  France,  we 
shall  fight  on  the  seas  and  oceans,  we  shall  fight  with  growing  confidence  and 
growing  strength  in  the  air,  we  shall  defend  our  Island,  whatever  the  cost  may  be, 
we  shall  fight  on  the  beaches,  we  shall  fight  on  the  landing  grounds,  we  shall 
fight  in  the  fields  and  in  the  streets,  we  shall  fight  in  the  hills;  we  shall  never 
surrender." 

Narrator: — German  armies  massed  on  the  coasts  of  Holland  and 
France.  Now  the  British  people  stood  alone  and  unarmed  against  the  threat 
of  German  invasion.  To  meet  the  expected  invasion  Britain  had  fewer  than 
fifty  tanks  and  only  a  couple  of  hundred  field  guns,  some  of  them  brought  out 
of  the  museum.  The  Home  Guard  armed  themselves  with  shot  guns,  ancient 
rifles,  muskets  and  knives  to  defend  their  homes. 

Then  began  the  battle  of  Britain,  that  great  struggle  for  air  supremacy 
which  raged  from  August  8th  to  the  end  of  October  1940.  Viciously  the 
German  Air  Force  struck  at  our  shipping  and  harbours,  our  air-fields  and 
factories.  The  fighter  pilots  of  the  Royal  Air  Force,  though  vastly  outnumbered, 
rose  fearlessly  to  the  attack.  Day  after  day,  watchers  on  the  south  coast  of 
England  saw  small  groups  of  our  fighters  take  on  whole  squadrons  of 
Germans  and  send  them  scurrying  home  across  the  channel.  British  losses 
were  heavy  and  all  services  strained,  but  Britain  carried  on. 

The  most  brutal  phase  of  the  battle  came  in  the  month  of  September 
when  the  city  of  London  became  the  main  target  of  German  hate.  In  thirty 
days  the  capital  withstood  thirty-eight  air  raids  by  day  alone.  London 
suffered.  Her  docks,  her  warehouses,  her  factories,  her  historic  buildings,  her 
homes,  her  hospitals  and  her  ancient  churches  were  blasted  by  bombs  and 
burned  by  fire.  Day  after  day  for  three  long  months  our  dauntless  Spitfires 
and  Hurricanes  struck  at  the  invaders  and  blasted  them  from  the  skies.  On 
one  day  alone  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  German  planes  were  shot  down 
and  by  the  end  of  October,  two  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
German  aircraft  were  destroyed.  The  R.A.F.  was  supreme.  The  battle  of 
Britain  was  won. 

Churchill  expressed  the  thought  of  every  Briton  when  he  said — 
Churchill : 

"The  gratitude  of  every  home  in  our  Island,  in  our  Empire,  and  indeed  throughout 
the  world,  except  in  the  abodes  of  the  guilty,  goes  out  to  the  British  airmen,  who 
undaunted  by  odds,  unwearied  in  their  constant  challenge  and  mortal  danger, 
are  turning  the  tide  of  the  world  war  by  their  prowess  and  by  their  devotion. 
Never  in  the  field  of  human  conflict  was  so  much  owed  by  so  many  to  so  few." 


To  The  R.A.F.  ( A  pupil  recites) 


Never  since  English  ships  went  out 
To  singe  the  beard  of  Spain 
Or  English  sea-dogs  diced  with  death 
Along  the  Spanish  Main; 

Never  since  Drake  and  Raleigh  won 
Our  freedom  of  the  seas, 

Have  sons  of  Britain  dared  and  done 
More  valiantly  than  these. 


Whether  at  midnight  or  at  noon, 

Through  mist  of  open  sky, 

Eagles  of  freedom,  all  our  hearts 
Are  up  with  you  on  high; 

While  Britain's  mighty  ghosts  look  down 
From  realms  beyond  the  sun, 

And  whisper,  as  their  record  pales, 

Their  breathless,  deep,  "Well  done!" 

—  Alfred  Noyes. 
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Narrator: — If  the  Germans  hoped  that  in  her  hour  of  peril  the  British 
would  be  deserted  by  her  Dominions,  they  were  mistaken.  Ship  after  ship 
brought  soldiers  from  Canada,  from  Australia  and  from  New  Zealand.  South 
African  divisions  advanced  to  attack  the  Italians  who  were  threatening  Egypt 
and  the  Suez  Canal.  Dusky  warriors  from  the  hills  of  India,  every  man  a 
volunteer,  swarmed  to  the  colours.  From  all  parts  of  the  Empire  young  men 
came  to  Canada  to  be  trained  with  their  Canadian  comrades  as  air  crews 
and  in  increasing  numbers  these  intrepid  airmen  began  to  pour  into  the 
Motherland. 

That  bulwark  of  freedom,  the  Royal  Navy,  guarded  convoys  on  all  the 
seas  and  the  naval  forces  of  the  Dominions  fought  in  every  water.  Convoying 
troopships  and  merchantmen  across  the  submarine  infested  seas  is  a  grim  and 
toilsome  business  that  has  been  relieved  by  many  gallant  exploits.  No  tale 
is  more  thrilling  than  the  daring  of  the  three  small  cruisers,  Ajax, .  Achilles 
and  Exeter,  which  ran  to  earth,  in  the  harbour  of  Montevideo,  the  powerful 
Graf  Spee  and  drove  her  to  a  shameful  suicide;  or  the  story  of  the  Fleet  Air 
Arm  whose  torpedo  planes,  launched  from  the  heaving  deck  of  the  gallant 
Ark  Royal  crippled  the  great  Bis  mark  and  left  her  rolling  and  helpless  while 
the  hounds  of  the  Fleet  raced  in  for  the  kill;  or  the  story  of  two  young  Canadians 
who  boarded  a  submarine,  which  their  ship,  the  Canadian  corvette  Oakville, 
had  disabled,  and  captured  the  whole  crew  before  the  submarine  sank. 
These  tales  drive  home  the  oft-repeated  lesson  of  history  that  victory  is  not 
always  to  the  strong,  but  to  the  stout  of  heart. 


Song — Rule  Britannia  ( Pupils  sing) 

Narrator: — In  the  Motherland  factories  that  had  been  turning  out  the 
innocent  utensils  of  peace  were  now  making  tanks  and  ships  and  guns  and 
planes  to  strike  the  dreaded  enemy.  In  the  Dominions,  peacetime  industries 
turned  to  the  making  of  weapons  to  put  in  the  hands  of  their  fighting  men. 
While  her  forces  at  home  were  still  unarmed  and  unequipped,  Britain  sent 
men  and  weapons  that  could  ill  be  spared  to  Egypt  and  the  Middle  East. 

In  the  words  of  MacKenzie  King — 

Mr.  King: 

"It  was  the  presence  in  England  of  the  first  and  second  Canadian  divisions  which 
made  it  possible  for  the  British  to  send  re-inforcements  to  Egypt  to  save  the 
Middle  East." 


Narrator: — With  a  small  army  of  South  Africans,  Indians,  men  from 
Britain,  and  forces  of  the  Fighting  French,  General  Sir  Archibald  Wavell  struck 
at  the  Italians  and  chased  them  across  the  Libyan  desert  capturing  great 
numbers  of  prisoners  and  quantities  of  war  materials.  When  Hitler  struck  at 
Greece  and  overran  that  gallant  little  country,  General  Wavell  sent  some  of  his 
troops  to  the  aid  of  the  outnumbered  Greeks.  His  forces  in  Libya  were  now  so 
weakened  that  the  Italians,  re-inforced  by  Rommel  and  his  Afrika  Korps  were 
able  to  drive  the  British  back  to  the  borders  of  Egypt. 

A  force  of  Australians,  British  and  Indians  was  surrounded  in  Tobruk. 
With  no  thought  of  surrender  they  fought  on.  Supplied  by  the  British  Navy 
they  held  out  for  nine  months,  sending  their  patrols  and  tanks  against  the 
encircling  enemy  with  courage  in  their  hearts  and  this  song  on  their  lips: 
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Song — Waltzing  Matilda  ( Pupils  sing) 

Once  a  jolly  swagman  camped  by  a  billabong 
Under  the  shade  of  a  coolibah  tree, 

And  he  sang  as  he  watched  and  waited  till  his  billy  boiled 
You'll  come  a-waltzing  Matilda,  with  me! 

Chorus — Waltzing  Matilda,  Waltzing  Matilda 

You'll  come  a-waltzing,  Matilda,  with  me. 

Rnd  he  sang  as  he  watched  and  waited  till  his  billy  boiled 
You'll  come  a-waltzing,  Matilda,  with  me. 

Down  came  a  jumbuck  to  drink  at  the  billabong 
Up  jumped  the  swagman  and  grabbed  him  with  glee, 

And  he  sang  as  he  stowed  that  jumbuck  in  his  tucker-bag 
You'll  come  a-waltzing  Matilda  with  me. 

—  A.  B.  Patterson. 

Narrator . — At  length  Tobruk  was  relieved.  The  British  tore  apart  what 
was  left  of  Mussolini's  African  Empire.  The  Emperor  of  Abyssinia  was  restored 
to  his  country.  The  Italians  were  driven  from  Eritrea  and  Somaliland. 

But  British  valour  was  destined  to  meet  further  reverses.  Over¬ 
whelmed  in  Greece  the  British  force  moved  to  Crete  where  a  gallant  New 
Zealand  division  sacrificed  itself  in  a  stubborn  rear  guard  battle.  In  the  east 
the  Japanese  entered  the  conflict  against  us.  Hongkong  fell,  and  Singapore. 
The  Japanese  overran  Burma  and  brought  the  war  to  the  very  gates  of  India. 
Australia  was  threatened  with  invasion.  In  the  face  of  all  these  difficulties 
there  was  no  thought  of  giving  up,  no  talk  of  surrender. 

Scripture  Reading — Psalm  46,  "God  is  our  Refuge  and  Strength" 

( Pupils  read  responsively,  or  in  concert) 

Narrator: — The  Germans  have  let  loose  vast  numbers  of  U-boats  to 
prey  upon  our  shipping.  They  lie  in  wait  for  our  convoys,  not  singly  or  in 
pairs,  but  in  packs.  They  take  their  toll  of  our  vessels,  and  every  sailor  who 
goes  to  sea  knows  that  his  ship  may  be  the  target  for  a  deadly  torpedo.  Many 
sailors  have  lost  their  lives;  many  more  have  survived,  clinging  to  rafts  or 
drifting  in  open  boats  for  days,  sometimes  for  weeks,  until  picked  up. 

Truly,  the  lives  of  those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  are  fraught 
with  danger.  But  in  spite  of  fog  and  darkness,  peril  of  storm  and  lurking 
submarine,  our  merchant  sailors  bring  their  ships  to  harbour,  laden  with 
food  and  arms  and  munitions  of  war  that  the  fight  may  go  on. 

When  the  history  of  this  war  is  written,  there  will  be  no  brighter  page 
than  that  describing  the  valour  of  the  Merchant  Navy.  Prime  Minister 
MacKenzie  King  on  April  19th  said — 

Mr.  King: 

"Side  by  side  with  the  Navy  the  Canadian  Merchant  Marine  has  grown  and 
courageously  carried  out  the  hazardous  task  of  carrying  the  materials  and  forces 
of  war  to  the  theatres  of  action.  The  rugged  endurance  of  the  Merchant  Seamen 
is  only  equalled  by  the  determination  to  get  the  materials  and  equipment  to  the 
spheres  of  action  where  they  can  be  used." 

Hymn — “Eternal  Father,  Strong  to  Save”  {All  sing) 

Narrator: — Now  the  tide  is  turning.  Our  navies  are  a  match  for  the 
submarine  menace,  and  a  few  months  ago  brought  to  the  shores  of  Africa  the 
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largest  convoy  ever  to  cross  the  ocean.  The  gallant  British  8th  Army  under 
General  Montgomery  has  chased  the  Afrika  Korps  from  the  gates  of  Egypt  to 
the  tip  of  Tunisia.  By  day  and  night  our  aircraft  swarm  over  the  lands  of  the 
enemy  levelling  his  factories  and  blasting  his  communications;  while  in  Europe, 
from  the  North  Cape  to  the  Spanish  border,  the  uneasy  Nazis  stand  to  their 
guns  awaiting  the  dreaded  invasion. 

Now  we  are  no  longer  alone.  We  have  allies.  Soldiers,  sailors  and 
airmen  from  the  United  States  fight  side  by  side  with  the  men  of  our  Empire  in 
Europe,  in  Africa  and  in  the  far  east;  their  President,  Franklin  Roosevelt,  has 
agreed  with  Churchill  that  we  shall  fight  together  until  the  enemy  is  forced  to 
surrender. 

From  his  Kremlin  in  Moscow,  that  staunch  leader,  Joseph  Stalin,  steels 
the  Russian  people  in  their  heroic  resistance  to  the  Nazi  onslaught. 

In  distant  China  the  incomparable  Chiang  Kai-shek  with  his  beautiful 
wife,  the  gentle  "Missimo"  by  his  side,  has  upheld  the  stubborn  endurance  of 
the  Chinese  people  through  six  long  years,  and  has  sworn  to  fight  on  to  the  end. 

We  have  turned  the  corner  but  the  fight  is  not  yet  won.  Churchill 
warned  us  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the  struggle  is  not  over — 


Churchill : 

"It  was  very  clear  to  me  that  a  good  many  people  were  so  much  impressed  by  the 
favourable  turn  in  our  fortunes  which  has  marked  the  last  six  months  that  they 
have  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  the  war  will  soon  be  over  and  that  we  shall  all 
be  able  to  get  back  to  the  politics  and  party  fights  of  peace-time.  I  am  not  able 
to  share  these  sanguine  hopes  and  my  earnest  advice  to  you  is  to  concentrate 
even  more  zealously  upon  the  war  effort,  and  if  possible,  not  to  take  your  eye  off 
the  ball  even  for  a  moment." 

Narrator: — Since  the  war  began  more  than  half  a  million  Canadians 
have  donned  the  uniform  of  our  fighting  services. 

The  Canadian  Navy,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  consisted  of  a 
few  small  vessels,  now  numbers  its  ships  by  the  hundred  and  is  serving  on 
every  sea.  Protected  by  Canadian  destroyers  and  corvettes  a  steady  stream 
of  supplies  for  our  armed  forces,  for  war-torn  Britain  and  for  our  allies  flows 
across  the  seas  from  Canadian  factories  and  Canadian  farms. 

When  Japan  struck  at  the  Empire,  Canadian  soldiers  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  first  onslaught  at  Hongkong ;  and  Canadian  soldiers  have  met  the  enemy 
with  matchless  courage  on  the  beaches  of  Dieppe. 

Night  after  night  the  R.C.A.F.  sends  its  own  bombers  over  the  Reich,  and 
by  day  its  fighters  jab  at  the  enemy  in  daring  sweeps  over  France. 


Song — O  Canada  ( Pupils  sing) 


Narrator: — But  Canada  must  do  still  more.  There  is  a  task  for  every¬ 
one.  Here  are  some  of  the  things  the  pupils  of  our  schools  can  do  to  help  win 
the  war — 


Pupil. 
2nd  Pupil. 
3rd  Pupil. 
4th  Pupil. 
5th  Pupil. 
6th  Pupil. 
7th  Pupil. 
8th  Pupil. 


Buy  more  War  Savings  Stamps. 

Work  with  the  Junior  Red  Cross. 

Help  raise  money  for  war  charities. 

Collect  books  and  magazines  for  use  in  training  camps. 
Work  on  farms. 

Collect  salvage. 

Keep  physically  and  mentally  fit. 

Remember  that  we  are  fighting  for  our  freedom,  and  for 
the  freedom  of  mankind. 
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Narrator: — The  Honourable  Duncan  McArthur,  Minister  of  Education 
for  the  Province  of  Ontario,  has  sent  to  us,  the  children  of  Ontario,  this  message — 

Dr.  McArthur. — (A  pupil  reads) 

The  people  in  the  Axis  countries  have  a  totally  different  idea  from  ours  of  the 
place  which  liberty  and  freedom  should  play  in  the  lives  of  the  common  people. 
They  would  bend  the  freedom  of  the  individual  to  the  absolute  control  of  the 
"leader'' —  "der  Fuehrer''  or  "il  Duce",  and  they  would  use  all  the  powers  of  the 
state  to  enforce  their  views,  not  on  their  own  people  alone,  but  on  all  the  peoples 
of  the  world. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  of  the  British  Empire  along  with  our  allies  have  had  to  resort  to 
force  and  warfare,  that  in  the  end  peace  may  prevail  and  human  liberties  be 
restored. 

We  have  made  great  sacrifices  in  the  past  that  the  benefits  of  peace  and  freedom 
might  be  shared  by  the  peoples  of  the  world.  Now  we  are  called  upon  to  make 
further  and  more  painful  sacrifices  to  the  end  that  freedom  may  still  remain  as 
part  of  the  heritage  of  humanity. 

Until  victory  comes  we  may  have  little  to  expect,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Churchill, 
but  "blood,  toil,  tears  and  sweat".  We  know  that  our  cause  is  right.  For  that 
reason  we  have  faith  in  the  ultimate  success  of  our  arms. 


Narrator: — On  April  12th,  the  Queen  spoke  on  the  radio  to  the  women 
of  the  Empire  in  praise  of  the  way  they  are  playing  their  part  in  the  factory, 
on  the  farm  and  in  the  home.  She  said — 

The  Queen : 

"  'What  have  I  done?'  you  may  ask,  'compared  with  what  my  boy  has  to  put  up 
with,  dodging  submarines  in  the  Atlantic  or  chasing  Rommel  across  Africa?' 
In  our  different  spheres,  believe  me,  you  have  done  all  that  he  has  done;  in 
different  degrees,  endured  all  that  he  has  endured.  For  you,  like  him,  have 
given  all  that  is  good  in  you  regardless  of  yourself  to  the  same  cause  for  which  he 
is  fighting,  our  cause,  the  cause  of  right  against  wrong,  and  nobody,  man  or 
woman,  can  give  more." 

Narrator: — To  all  his  subjects  the  King  has  given  a  motto.  Still  stands 
the  motto  of  the  King — 

The  King: 

"So  now,  peoples  of  the  Empire,  men  and  women  in  all  quarters  of  the  Globe,  I 
say  to  you: 

"Put  into  your  task,  whatever  it  may  be,  all  the  courage  and  purpose  of  which  you 
are  capable.  Keep  your  hearts  proud  and  your  resolve  unshaken.  Let  us  go 
forward  to  that  task  as  one  man,  a  smile  on  our  lips  and  our  heads  held  high  and 
with  God's  help  we  shall  not  fail." 


GOD  SAVE  THE  KING 
(All  sing) 


Hoi 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THIS  PROGRAMME 


This  programme  has  been  arranged  so  that  as  many  pupils 
as  possible  may  take  part.  It  may  be  altered  if  the  teacher  so 
desires. 

Three  or  four  pupils  may  be  selected  as  Narrators  to  read  the 
connecting  narrative  or  "continuity”. 

Various  pupils  should  be  chosen  to  read  or  recite  the  speeches 
of  Mr.  Churchill,  Mr.  King  and  other  quotations,  as  indicated  in  the 
text. 

The  verse  recitations  may  be  assigned  to  still  other  pupils. 

The  narrator  and  the  pupils  who  are  reciting  the  verse 
selections  should  stand  before  the  audience;  the  other  pupils  taking 
part  may  read  or  recite  their  parts  from  their  places  in  the  audience. 

The  pupils  taking  part  should  practise  carefully,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  teacher,  the  parts  for  which  they  are  responsible  in 
order  that  they  may  render  their  parts  intelligibly  and  with  expres¬ 
sion. 

Those  taking  part  should  be  trained  so  that  they  can  begin  to 
speak  their  parts  without  having  to  be  called  upon  by  the  chairman 
or  master  of  ceremonies.  The  teacher  may  indicate  to  each  pupil 
by  a  nod  or  quiet  gesture,  when  he  is  to  commence. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  general  public  will  be  invited  to  attend 
the  Empire  Day  Exercises. 
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